
In Jewish Rites of Death, Rick Light has
captured the essence of Jewish respect
for the body that once housed the soul.
Accompanied by sensitive photographs,
this moving compilation of personal
experiences, poems, and practical
guidance walks the reader through
taharah, the Jewish ritual preparation
of the body before burial. 

—Rabbi Jack Shlachter, Rabbi, HaMakom:
The Place for Passionate and
Progressive Judaism, in Santa Fe, NM
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JANUARY 29, 2016: SANTA FE, NM—Jewish Rites of Death: Stories of Beauty and
Transformation by Richard A Light (ISBN 978-1-938288-55-5, 164 pages, $23.95,
paperback, 20 photographs, May) provides a unique glimpse into the world of Jewish
burial practices. Other books may explain the thought behind the steps; this book also
reveals the transformative quality of these practices and how they deepen the
spirituality of its practitioners.

Singular in its approach to this topic, the book captures stories and experience that are
told from a variety of voices and also addresses the practical questions one must face. The
excellent photographs add an aesthetic depth to the topic of dying and enhance the
luminous experience so elegantly presented. The book is published by Terra Nova Books,
a small independent publisher in Santa Fe, New Mexico, that specializes in fiction,
creative nonfiction, cookbooks, and themes of the Southwest. (TerraNovaBooks.com)

Richard A Light has been a teacher of spiritual development for over thirty years and is
leader in the community of those who prepare Jewish bodies for burial. He has published
three books on the subject and has served in leadership roles in organizations dedicated to
teach Jewish death and burial practices at the local, state, and national levels.
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