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French shows a skillful hand with
characters’ voices and dialogue,
effectively capturing very different
perspectives in both third and first
person. The scenes of tension and
suspense work well.
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readers who value good books.

JANUARY 22, 2016: SANTA FE, NM—
Colliding worlds of culture, race, and privilege
are the themes that run through this captivating
new novel by author Michael French.
Once Upon a Lie (isbn 978-1-938288-65-4,
412 pages, $26.95, May 2016) presents the
vivid characters of Jaleel, a young black man
unfairly accused of murder, and Alexandra, a
white daughter of privilege, whose lives intersect over a cup of lemonade.
As these two young people face the demons of their backgrounds, including lies, deceit,
adultery, and murder, they develop the strength and insight to follow their own dreams.
The book is published by Terra Nova Books, a small independent publisher in Santa
Fe, New Mexico, that specializes in fiction, creative nonfiction, cookbooks, and themes
of the Southwest (www.TerraNovaBooks.com).
Michael French is the author of over two dozen books, including fiction for adults and
young adults, adaptations, biographies, art criticism, and the highly acclaimed Why
Men Fall Out of Love With Women. His novel Abingdon’s was a best-seller and a Literary
Guild Alternate Selection, and his novel Pursuit (soon to be republished by Terra Nova
Books) was awarded the California Young Reader Medal.
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